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Amelia Island, Florida
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EcoExpo
EcoTours
Silent Auction
Native Animal Exhibits
Live Music by Local Musicians
Nature Photography Classes and Contest
Stargazing, Music and More at Fort Clinch

Get in touch with 
your WILD side!



The Great Egret

 These white, long-legged, S-necked birds feed in salt or fresh water. They snare 
prey by walking slowly or standing still for long periods, waiting for an animal to 
come within range of their long necks and blade-like bills. These birds nest in trees, 
near water, and gather in groups called colonies, which may include other heron or 
egret species. 

 The great egret is the symbol of the 
National Audubon Society and repre-
sents a conservation success story. The 
snowy white bird’s beautiful plumage 
made it far too popular in 19th-century 
North America. Great Egrets were deci-
mated by plume hunters who supplied 
purveyors of ladies’ fashions. Their pop-
ulations plunged by some 95 percent. 
Today the outlook is much brighter. The 
birds have enjoyed legal protection over 
the last century, and their numbers have 
increased substantially.

 Great Egrets stand 37 to 41 inches 
tall with a wingspan of 4.3 to 4.8 feet, 
and weigh 2.2 pounds. Their average 
lifespan is 15 years. 

Welcome to the Fourth Annual
 Wild Amelia Nature Festival!

 This festival began in 2007 when a 
group of naturalists, business owners, local 
residents, city, state and agency employees 

gathered together to showcase our bioregion. Each year a native species is chosen to 
represent the festival. This year we feature the Great Egret.

 Our hope is that as you explore our bioregion you’ll develop an affinity for the 
people and wildlife that call this beautiful island home. We also hope that you’ll 
join us in educating both visitors and residents about the need for stewardship and 
preservation of our natural treasures.

 Register online, or use the registration form in this booklet. Tickets and directions 
will be mailed to you.

Questions? 904-277-0717
“The Wild Bunch”

Wild Amelia Nature Festival Organizing Committee
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Great Egret Returning to Nest.

Visit our website for updates and directions.
www.WildAmelia.com

Important Note: 
Space is limited on our tours. 

Registration is required, even if the tour is free.



Simpson Creek Paddle 
Friday: 10 am–1 pm • Fee: $35 
Tour Leader: Ray Hetchka (Kayak Amelia) 
 Simpson Creek meanders through the marshes of Talbot Islands State Parks. The 
spartina salt marsh is the most productive ecosystem on the planet. 80% of the fin and 
shellfish we eat spend at least part of their lives here. It’s also a great place to work on 
your kayak basics. We’ll take a break on a sandbar for a snack and swim.  
No experience needed.
Bring: Footwear, water, sunscreen.
Meeting Place: Alamacani boat ramp. 

Pedal, paddle, walk, hike, or ride—choose your preferred 
methods of locomotion to get face-to-face with the “wild” side of the local 
area. Our tours educate participants about the local ecosystem and the 
critters that live there. By definition Ecotourism is “responsible travel to 
natural areas that conserves the environment and improves the well-being 
of local people”. It is all about connecting conservation, communities and 
sustainable travel. 
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EcoTours — Friday, May 21

Segway Exploration on Fort George 
Island… a “Real Florida” Tour
Friday: 10 am–noon (entire trail loop) • Fee: $76 
Friday: 2:30–3:30 pm (partial trail loop) • Fee: $50 
Tour Leaders: Maren and Greg Arnett 
(EcoMotion Tours)

 Explore Amelia’s beautiful sister island on a Segway! 
After we show you how easy it is to operate this 
eco-friendly transporter, we’ll quietly go “off-road” 
on state park trails to experience the fascinating 
diversity of the island’s natural, untamed habitat. 
You’ll follow sandy paths beautifully woven through 
the lush vegetation of a sub-tropical paradise, escorted 
by butterflies, passing the “digs” of tortoises, and 
enjoying the bird songs of the island’s notable Painted 

Bunting. Both trips include waterside breaks. The morning break is at the National 
Park’s Kingsley Plantation, a historic site beautifully situated on the banks of the 
Timucuan Preserve. The afternoon break is at Point Isabel. No experience necessary.
Restrictions: Must be over 13 years old, and weigh between 100–250 pounds.
Bring: Flat/sports footwear.
Meeting Place: Ribault Club.

Bike Egans Creek Greenway
Friday: 2–4 pm • Fee: No charge
Tour Leader: Trent Maddox
 Trent Maddox has an ecology 
background with an emphasis in 
ornithology. He will be combining his 
passion for bicycling and wildlife with an 
afternoon environmental adventure for 
the entire family on the island greenway.
Bring: Off-road bike and helmet, 
binoculars, water, insect repellent.
Meeting Place: Behind Atlantic Recreation 
Center.

Photo by Larry Read.

Great Egret Nestlings.

Photo by Kathy Brooks.



Birding to the Limits—Huguenot’s 
Wonderful Shorebirds
Saturday: 8:15–11 am 
Fee: $5, plus $3 per vehicle park entry fee 
Tour Leader: Carole Adams 
(Duval Audubon Society)
 Huguenot is the stop-over point for large 
numbers of migrating shorebirds during 
spring—most in spectacular breeding plumage. 
This is a rare opportunity to see high Arctic 
breeders in their stunning colors. All dressed 
up with somewhere to go, birds we expect to see include Red Knots, Dunlins, 
Black-bellied Plovers, Ruddy Turnstones, Marbled Godwits, Sanderlings, and 
Short-billed Dowitchers. Breeding birds found here include the exquisite American 
Oystercatcher; Wilson’s Plover; the strange black, white, and orange Black Skimmer; 
and the highly specialized Gull-billed Tern, which gulps fiddler crabs while on 
the fly! The nesting colony of Laughing Gulls and Royal Terns is one of the south’s 
largest with over 12,000 pairs of birds! Why “birding to the limits?” You can expect 

to see both the world’s largest gull and smallest shorebird.
Bring: Binoculars, water, insect repellent, sunscreen, comfortable walking 

shoes, spotting scope if you have one.
Meeting Place: Huguenot Memorial Park camp store parking lot.2

EcoTours — Saturday, May 22 

Photo by Maria Struss.

Marsh Walk
Saturday: 8–9 am • Fee: no charge
Tour Leader: Brian Burket (Northeast Florida Aquatic Preserve )
 Come join us for an interpretive hike along a salt marsh, one of the most produc-
tive ecosystems in the world. Expect to learn first-hand why salt marshes are so 
important to Florida as we explore its edge, encountering some inhabitants such 
as crabs, fish, wading birds, migrating birds, assorted marsh birds, and a variety of 
insects and plants. Must be able to hike approximately one mile on dirt/sand trails.
Bring: Footgear that can get muddy, binoculars, water, sunscreen, insect repellent.
Meeting Place: Kayak Amelia office in Talbot Island State Park. 

Black Skimmers.

Friday: 7–10:30 pm
Fee: $10 adults, $2 children

 Bring your blankets and lawn chairs and relax with family, friends and neighbors 
on the lawn inside the fort. 

 As the sun sets, enjoy the music of Cumberland Sound, a local band that will get 
everyone’s toes tappin’.

 An Owl Encounter program will be held in the Visitor Center from 7–8 pm 
(space is limited so don’t be late). Lesley Royce will discuss lives of owls in the wild. 
Lesley will be accompanied by Merlin, a non-releasable Barred Owl.

 After darkness falls, the lights will go out and local astronomers from NEFAS—
Northeast Florida Astronomical Society—will guide you on a tour of the starry 
night. Then we’ll go to the telescopes for a close-up look at the planets, the moon 
and other telescopic wonders in the night sky.

 Nature movies will be ongoing inside the fort. Snacks and beverages will be 
available for purchase.

Bring: Lawn chair, blanket, flashlight, insect repellent.
Meeting Place: Fort Clinch State Park.

Stargazing, Music and More at Fort Clinch



Discover Scuba
Saturday: 10 am–noon • Fee: $10 • Tour Leader: Kathy Russell
After a brief video, we’ll gear up for an introductory dive in the pool. Certified divers 
wanting a review are also welcome. Wear your swim suit. All gear is supplied.
Meeting Place: Atlantic Center swimming pool.
Bring: Towel, completed medical questionnaire and liability release (available on 
website). Nature Bike Hike 

Saturday: 2:30–4:30 pm • Fee: $15 adults, $10 children 
Tour Leader: Amelia Island Plantation Naturalist
 Discover Amelia’s natural wonders on the seldom traveled path to Sound Point 
Place. Join a naturalist on a six-mile paved trail through forests and marshes. Bike 

rental fee is included in the price of tour. Children must be able to ride a bike 
without training wheels. Adult bikes with child seats are available.

Bring: Binoculars, water, insect repellent.
Meeting Place: Amelia Island Plantation Nature Center.

Segway Exploration on  
Fort George Island… a “Real Florida” Tour
Saturday: 10 am–noon (entire trail loop) • Fee: $76
Saturday: 2:30 pm–3:30 pm (partial trail loop) • Fee: $50
Tour Leaders: Maren and Greg Arnett (EcoMotion Tours). 
See page 1 for details.

Bar Hopping
Saturday: 9 am–noon • Fee: $35 • Tour Leader: Ray Hetchka (Kayak Amelia) 
 That’s SAND bars… After a short paddle instruction on land, we’ll explore a 
lagoon that is a stop for migrating shorebirds. We’ll take a break on nearby sandbars 
and see what treasures the high tide might have left behind. Egrets, herons, osprey, a 
variety of shorebirds, raccoons and dolphins are frequently seen here.  
No experience needed.
Bring: Footgear that will get wet, water or gatorade, sunscreen.
Meeting Place: Alamacani boat ramp.
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Nature Hike
Saturday: 1–2 pm • Fee: No charge 
Tour Leader: Park Ranger, Little Talbot 
Island State Park
 Take a leisurely-paced hike to 
discover Fort George Island’s natural 
communities.
Bring: Water, sunscreen, insect repellent.
Meeting Place: Ribault Club on Fort 
George Island. 

Egans Creek Greenway Birding Walk
Saturday: 9–11 am • Fee: No charge • Tour Leader: Bob Wells
 Egans Creek Greenway is a designated stop on the Great Florida Birding Trail. 
Expect to see a variety of wading and songbirds as well as birds of prey. Download a 
Greenway-specific bird list at www.ourgreenway.org.
Bring: Binoculars, water, sunscreen, insect repellent, comfortable walking shoes.
Meeting Place: Greenway entrance—behind Atlantic Recreation Center.

Beach Walk
Saturday: 10–11 am
Fee: No charge with regular park  
admission ($5 up to eight occupants)
Tour Leader: Park Ranger, Little Talbot 
Island State Park 
 Enjoy a beach walk while learning 
the importance of undeveloped beach 
habitat, and many interesting facts 
about sea creatures and common shells 
found in the area.
Bring: Water, sunscreen, insect repellent.
Meeting Place: Little Talbot Island 
State Park (pavillion #6).

Sea Oats Along Path to Burney Beach.

Photo by Maria Struss.



Egans Creek Paddle
Saturday: 4–6:30 pm • Fee: $50
Tour Leader: Tom Monahan  
(Up the Creek Xpeditions)
  Paddle with the current through 
the marsh along the boundaries of 
Fort Clinch State Park. Surround 
yourself with the spartina and ex-
plore the marsh ecosystem up close. 
Herons, egrets, ibis, wood storks, 
jumping fish and the occasional 
dolphin are frequent companions. 
Bring: Hat, sunscreen, water shoes 
and suit or quick-dry clothes.
Meeting Place: Egans Creek Park 
on Atlantic Avenue.

Birding by Golf Cart
Saturday: 6:30–8:30 pm • Fee: $15
Tour Leader: Amelia Island Plantation 
Naturalist
 Join the naturalist for this one-of-a-kind tour 
of Amelia Island. We will use island hoppers 
(similar to golf carts) to visit several different 
ecosystems including beach, maritime forest, 
freshwater pond system and finally salt marsh. 
We will be exploring at dusk so expect glimpses 
of wildlife and a spectacular sunset.
Bring: Binoculars, water, insect repellent.
Meeting Place: Amelia Island Plantation 
Nature Center.

Owl Prowl
Saturday: 7–9 pm • Fee: $10
Tour Leader: Carole Adams  
(Duval Audubon Society) 
 The Owl Prowl will start with a short walk 
while we adjust our eyes to darkness and learn 
about the night eyes of owls. There will be 
some games played on the walk, like testing 
your color vision at night and listening for 
Great Horned, Barred and Eastern Screech 
Owls. This event wil be a hoot. Come prepared 
to enjoy an evening in the dark. Please, NO 
FLASHLIGHTS.

Bring: Water, insect repellent, comfortable 
walking shoes and a sense of adventure.

Meeting Place: Egans Creek Greenway 
(behind Atlantic Recreation Center).

Wildways Sunset Boat Tour
Saturday: 6–8 pm • Fee: $38.
Tour Leader: Pat Foster-Turley and Kevin McCarthy (Amelia River Cruises) 
 Experience the colorful nature and fascinating history of Cumberland and  
Amelia Islands. Dolphins, manatees, birds and wild horses are common sights on 
the tours. 
Bring: Binoculars, light jacket. You are welcome to bring cooler and snacks.
Meeting Place: Fernandina Beach Marina. 4

Guided Nature Walk—Fort Clinch State Park 
Saturday: 3–4 pm • Fee: No charge with park entry fee ($6/car, $2 walking or biking)
Tour Leader: Carl Watson (Florida Master Naturalist)
 An easy walk through the maritime forest past a series of ponds where deer, 
alligators and a variety of birds are frequently seen. 
Bring: Comfortable walking shoes, water, insect repellent.
Meeting Place: Willow Pond Trail Head, Fort Clinch State Park.

Photo by Maria Struss.

Photo by Maria Struss.

Barred Owl.

Ring-Billed Gull on a Sunset Stroll.

Photo by Kathy Brooks.



Lofton Creek Paddle
Sunday: 9 am-12:30 pm • Fee: $50
Tour Leader: Tom Monahan (Up the Creek Xpeditions) 
 A beautiful hardwood creek trip. Paddle at your own pace through this 
canopied and protected waterway surrounded by towering maple and cypress 
trees. See if you can paddle far enough to reach “the Cypress Tree”, soaring over 
150 feet into the sky. Children under 12 years old must be accompanied by an 
adult in a tandem kayak.
Bring: Hat, sunscreen, water shoes and suit/quick-dry clothes.
Meeting Place: Atlantic Recreation Center.

Beach Walk
Sunday: 1–2 pm
Fee: No charge with regular park admission ($5 up to eight occupants)
Tour Leader: Park Ranger, Little Talbot Island State Park

 Enjoy a beach walk while learning the importance of undeveloped beach habitat, and 
many interesting facts about sea creatures and common shells found in the area.

Bring: Water, sunscreen, insect repellent.
Meeting Place: Little Talbot Island State Park (pavillion #6).5

Birds of Amelia
Sunday: 8:30–10 am • Fee: $10/adult, $7/children under 12 years old
Tour Leader: Amelia Island Plantation Naturalist
 Whether an experienced birder or a novice, you will be enticed by Amelia’s list 
of bird species. Join our naturalists and leisurely explore the prime avian habitat in 
search of unique native species.
Bring: Binoculars, water, insect repellent, walking shoes.
Meeting Place: Amelia Island Plantation Nature Center.

Segway Exploration on Fort George Island… a “Real Florida” Tour
Sunday: 10 am–noon (entire trail loop) • Fee: $76
Sunday: 2:30 pm–3:30 pm (partial trail loop) • Fee: $50
Tour Leaders: Maren and Greg Arnett (EcoMotion Tours)
 See page 1 for details.

EcoTours — Sunday, May 23

Sunrise Movement
Sunday: 6–8 am • Fee: No charge
 There is a certain magic that happens as the sun 
breaks the horizon and floods the sky with color. Join 
friends and neighbors to greet the new day with a 
deeper understanding of the local bioregion. Yoga 
and Tai Chi will be followed by light breakfast. 
Definitely one of the most inspirational events at 
past years’ festivals.
Meeting Place: Main Beach.

Nature Hike
Sunday: 10–11 am • Fee: No charge
Tour Leader: Park Ranger, Little Talbot Island State Park
 Take a leisurely-paced hike to discover Fort George Island’s natural communities.
Bring: Water, sunscreen, insect repellent.
Meeting Place: Ribault Club on Fort George Island.

Bike Eco-Tour—Fort Clinch State Park
Sunday: 10 am–noon • Fee: $20
Tour Leader: Ray Hetchka (Kayak Amelia)
Pedal under oak trees dripping with Spanish moss to the historic 
fort. Learn about the ecology of the uplands hammock where deer, 
armadillos, gopher tortoises and painted buntings are frequently 
seen. Stop on the beach for a snack and swim. Must be at least 
five-feet tall and able to ride a bike. Bike rental included.
Bring: Footwear, water, sunscreen.
Meeting Place: Atlantic Recreation Center.

Photo by Kathy Brooks.

Photo by John Brooks.



Zoo Photography 
Saturday: 10–10:45 am • Fee: No charge 
Tour Leader: John Reed
Come along on a “zoo safari” and learn how John 
Reed creates beautiful and unique images of wildlife 
and birds. He will also share with the audience some 
behind-the-scene stories about the zoo animals. John 
will explain the techniques he uses in his work at the 
zoo and show how these techniques can be applied to 
photographing Amelia Island’s wonderful wildlife. 
Meeting Place: Atlantic Recreation Center Classroom.

PHOTOGRAPHY — Saturday, May 22

Photographing Amelia Island’s Wild Side
Saturday: 9:15–10 am • Fee: No charge 
Tour Leader: Maria Struss
View a slide show tour of Amelia Island and surrounding 
areas from a nature photographer’s prospective. Maria will 
share her tips, locations, and recommended times of year 
for capturing the landscapes, plant and wildlife found in the 
Amelia Island area.
Meeting Place: Atlantic Recreation Center Classroom.

Package Pricing for Photography Classes
Photo classes can be purchased separately or as a package ($65). The package will 
allow you to attend as many classes as you like on Saturday and Sunday. 

Please note: Three of our photography sessions are not included in the package and 
must be ordered separately: “Nature Photography for Children”, “Sunset Workshop”, 
and “Amelia Island Nature Photo and Sunrise Workshop”. 6

Saturday, May 22: 9:30 am–4 pm

Native wildlife exhibit by Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens.•	
Announcement of nature-photography contest winners.•	
Silent auction of many great items donated by local businesses.•	
Seminars on how to live in harmony with our environment.•	
Green and nature-based vendors.•	
Live music by local musicians.•	
Nature-based activities at the Kids’ Niche •	 (see below).
Wholesome delicious food available. •	

 
All EcoExpo events take place at:  
Atlantic Recreation Center 
2500 Atlantic Avenue
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034 

Don’t miss the EcoExpo…

Kids’ Niche
10 am–2 pm • Free and no registration required.
Bring the family to the Kids’ Niche to explore nature 
through hands-on nature-based crafts and activities. Park 
Ranger Michelle and all of her friends will bring your 
children closer to the local environment through guided 
walks, learning about animal tracks, paper making, and 
lots of other exciting activities. The Touch Tank gives ris-
ing naturalists an up-close, hands-on understanding of the 
critters that live in the salt marsh. Hermit crabs, sea stars, 
anemones, shrimp and horseshoe crabs will be provided 
for viewing by Talbot Islands State Park.

Photo by John Reed.

focusing on an awareness of ways to better appreciate 
and protect our environment and the wild things in it.

Photo by Maria Struss.

Brown Pelican.

Lion at the Jacksonville Zoo.

Photos by 
Michael Haley



Sunset Workshop (not included in package price)
Saturday: 5:30–8:30 pm • Fee: $35
Tour Leader: Maria Struss 
This field workshop on Egans Creek Greenway offers a large variety of subjects for prac-
ticing compositional skills, metering of different lighting situations, and exposing for a 

wide variety of subjects. Learn unique approaches to some of the Greenway’s subjects 
guaranteed to surprise you. After an hour or more on the Greenway, we’ll move to 

Fernandina’s downtown dock for sunset and other photographic opportunities. 
Meeting Place: Entrance to Greenway behind Atlantic Recreation Center.7

Nature Photography for Children (not included in package price)
Saturday: 3–4 pm • Fee: $10
Tour Leader: TBD
This class is designed for children under 12 years old and will cover basic nature 
photography in a fun and interactive manner. Children using all types of cameras, 
including disposal cameras, will enjoy this class.
Meeting Place: Atlantic Recreation Center Meeting Room.

Getting the Most From Your Camera
Saturday: 3–5 pm • Fee: $20
Tour Leader: John Reed 
Scared of all those buttons on your camera? Don’t understand your camera manual? 
Learn what each dial does with hands-on demonstrations. Learn the differences 
between auto mode, program mode, landscape mode, and all the other controls and 
settings on today’s digital cameras. Learn how to change shutter speeds, aperture 
settings, metering modes and everything you’ll need to produce a good image.
Meeting Place: Atlantic Recreation Center Classroom.

Composition 
Saturday: 2–3 pm • Fee: $10
Tour Leader: Maria Struss
Ever taken an image that did not come out anything like the scene you had in mind? 
Learn creative compositional techniques such as subject placement, lens choice, use of 
color, rule of thirds, graphic elements, and lighting to produce images that “Wow” the 
viewer. Learn about the different compositional guidelines for landscape, macro and 
wildlife images such as where to place the water’s edge in an ocean sunrise image.
Meeting Place: Atlantic Recreation Center Meeting Room.

Seeing the Light 
Saturday: 12:30–2:30 pm • Fee: $20
Tour Leader: John Reed
It is frequently said that photography is all about light. This in-depth session ex-
plores the different types of light in nature photography and how to recognize them. 
Learn how to correctly meter and exposure for the different lighting situations. This 
class is suited to beginning and intermediate-level photographers. 
Meeting Place: Atlantic Recreation Center Classroom.

Basics of Nature Photography
Saturday: 12:30–1:30 pm • Fee: $10
Tour Leader: Sara DeNucci
For the beginning nature photographer, this session covers the basic concepts and 
equipment needed to create a good nature photograph. You’ll be introduced to shutter 
speeds, aperture setting, ISO setting and exposure.
Meeting Place: Atlantic Recreation Center Meeting Room.

Photo by Maria Struss.

Fernandina Harbor at Sunset.



Flower Photography 
Sunday: 2–3 pm • Fee: $10
Tour Leader: Sara DeNucci 

Focus on flowers! Learn techniques and tips for producing better images of 
flowers. This class will include hands-on demonstrations using props and 

lighting gadgets available to anyone.
Meeting Place: Visitor Center, Fort Clinch State Park.8

Creative Lighting in the Outdoors 
Sunday: 10–11am  Fee: $10
Tour Leader: Maria Struss
Why would anyone need to use a flash or other lighting tools when photographing 
outside in bright sunlight? Learn how to use flashes, diffusers, reflectors, flashlights, 
and other gadgets and lighting aids. Participants will view images photographed in 
daylight without any lighting aids and then photographed again with different light-
ing aids and evaluate the impact of the different lighting tools.  
Meeting Place: Visitor Center, Fort Clinch State Park.

Amelia Island Nature Photo and Sunrise Workshop  
(not included in package price)
Sunday: 6–10 am • Fee: $45
Tour Leader: John Reed
This workshop offers the opportunity to practice the lessons from the May 22, 
Saturday Wild Amelia photography classes. John will guide a group through various 
aspects of exposure, metering, and composition while providing individualized 
assistance. The session will begin by photographing sunrise and various beach com-
positions. Depending on lighting and other factors, the group may move to other 
areas such as the Greenway and downtown dock after sunrise. This is a great chance 
to work with a nationally-recognized photographer and instructor and learn to see 
what John sees. Plan to arrive in time to be on the beach set up to photograph by  
6 am. Sunrise is around 6:23 am but some of the best light occurs 20 minutes before 
sunrise. Don’t miss it!
Bring: Camera, water, insect repellent, walking shoes.
Meeting Place: Main Beach parking lot (across from restrooms).

PHOTOGRAPHY — Sunday, May 23

Photo by Kathy Brooks.

Digital Darkroom 
Sunday: 11:30 am–1:30 pm • Fee: $20
Tour Leader: John Reed
Learn the recommended workflow for 
editing digital images. Four basic steps that 
correct and enhance digital images will 
be explained and demonstrated. The steps 
demonstrated will be suitable to all versions 
of Photoshop, Photoshop Elements and 
other digital editing software.
Meeting Place: Visitor Center, Fort Clinch 
State Park.

Main Beach at Sunrise.

Photo by Sara DeNucci.



THE AMELIA ISLAND AREA

Amelia Island, 2.5 miles across at its widest point, and 13 miles long, is almost 
totally surrounded by preserved lands. This area boasts seven sites on the Great 
Florida Birding Trail. Fort Clinch and Amelia Island State Parks are on either end 
of the island and Egans Creek Greenway is nestled in the middle. From Amelia 
Island, naturalists can easily explore several barrier islands, snugly tucked together 
for easy logistical access. To the south are Big and Little Talbot Islands (both Florida 
State Parks) and Fort George State Park, along with the Timucuan Ecological and 
Historic Preserve. Cumberland Island is just to the north in Georgia.

Fort Clinch State Park:
Significant plant communities throughout the park’s 1,100 acres include sand 
dunes, overwash plains, maritime hammock and estuarine tidal marsh. Some of the 
last remaining examples of coastal strand habitat left in Northeast Florida are found 
here. These areas are mixed scrub oak and pine and include coastal strand grassy 
areas. Hardwood oak hammocks are found within the confines of the park also. 
These are dense shady areas with heavy canopy providing relief from the sun. The 
park is riddled with large sand dune ridges—windbreaks for small saplings to grow 
into large trees. Some of these primary dunes indicate the continuous ocean breezes 
in the way their limbs have grown away from the ocean.

Egans Creek Greenway:
Located on the northern end of Amelia Island, this area was opened for public 
use in the summer of 2001 as an undeveloped park for passive recreational use. It 
consists of over 300 acres of protected lands, managed by the City of Fernandina 
Beach. This natural setting offers opportunity for wildlife and nature observation. 

Amelia Island State Park:
This park protects over 200 acres of unspoiled wilderness along the southern tip of 
Amelia Island. Beautiful beaches, salt marshes, and coastal maritime forests provide 
visitors a glimpse of the original Florida. 

Little Talbot Island State Park:
Offering over five miles of beachfront, this is one of the few remaining undeveloped 
barrier islands in Northeast Florida and rich with coastal wildlife. A maritime forest, 
magnificent sand dunes, and undisturbed salt marshes are on the island’s western side.

Big Talbot Island State Park:
This island’s unique “Boneyard Beach” is the resting place of salt-washed skeletons 
of live oak and cedar trees. The estuarine systems that surround the inshore sides of 
barrier islands like Big Talbot are one of the most productive ecosystems on earth. 

Fort George Island Cultural State Park:
Mysterious ruins, undisturbed forests, 
historic plantation structures, and bluffs 
overlooking the Timucuan Preserve make 
this sea island a thrill for any explorer. The 
Park offers a beautiful four-mile nature trail.

Huguenot Memorial Park:
This Jacksonville City park at the mouth of 
the St. Johns River hosts a wealth of declining 
species, providing vital stopover habitat 
for imperiled Red Knots. It is a federally 
designated critical wintering habitat for 
threatened Piping Plovers, a state-designated 
critical wildlife area for Royal Tern and 
Laughing Gull colonies, and a nesting habitat 
for marine turtles.

Cumberland Island:
This Georgia island is one of the largest 
undeveloped barrier islands in the world. 
It has one of the largest maritime forests 
remaining in the U.S. and one of the largest 

wilderness areas in a National Seashore on 
the east coast. 

Background Photo by Maria Struss9
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Throughout Amelia Island you 
will find outstanding restaurants, 
accommodations, fine shops, 
antiques, and an array of art 

galleries. The city of Fernandina 
Beach is a treasure trove of history 
and lovely Victorian homes. 

For those times when you are not 
exploring our natural areas, find food, 
lodging and shopping on our island at:

www.ameliaisland.com
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Thank you to the 
Amelia Island Convention

and Visitors Bureau
for their support.

Thank you to the staff of 
Fort Clinch State Park &
Talbot Islands State Parks

for their continuing
support & participation.

Amelia
 Island, a
   great place 
  to land.

Photo by Maria Struss.
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Nassau Chapter Police Auxiliary
FER NANDI NA BEACH  • AMEL I A I S L AND • NAS S AU CO UNTY

‘Serving Our Community for 156 Years’

8 WEEKS FREE WITH YOUR ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION

Name                                                                                       Phone

Address                                                                                              

City/State                                                                          Zip                                                    

Credit Card #                                                                                             Exp.

$3700
In County
Per Year

All For 
Only

Save 40%over Retail Outlets!

Mail To: The News-Leader, P.O. Box 766, Fernandina Beach, FL 32035 or call (904) 261-3696

Offer expires 07/31/10. Not valid with 
any other promotions or discount.

            

FERNANDINA BEACH
ANIMAL

CLINIC, INC.

1868 South 14th Street  •  Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

James M. O’Brien, DVM
Jennifer A. Ferrin, DVM
Greg R. Stacey, DVM

Small Animal
Medicine & Surgery

Office: 904 -277-  4408



Tour name time cost pp kids 
price

# of 
people

total 
cost

Class name time cost 
pp

# of 
people

total cost

Friday May 21 Photo classes Saturday
Segway Ft. George Island 10am-noon $76 Photographing Amelia Islands wild side 9:15-10am $0

Segway Ft. George Island 2:30-3:30 $50 Zoo photography 10-10:45 $0

Simpson Creek Paddle 10am-1pm $35 Basics of Nature Photography* 12:30-1:30 $10

Bike Egan’s Cr. Greenway 2-4pm $0 Seeing the light* 12:30-2:30 $20

Music & Stargazing Ft.Clinch 7-10:30pm $10 $2 Composition* 2-3pm $10

Getting most from your camera* 3-5pm $20

Saturday May 22 Nature Photography for Kids 3-4pm $10

Birding to the limits 8:15-11am $5 Sunset Workshop 5:30-8:30pm $35

Marsh Walk 8-9am $0

Egan’s Cr. Greenway birding 9-11am $0 Photo classes Sunday
BarHopping kayak tour 9am-noon $35 Sunrise Workshop 6-10am $45

Discover Scuba 10am-noon $10 Creative Lighting Outdoors* 10-11am $10

Segway Ft. George Island 10am-noon $76 Basic Digital Workflow* 11:30-1:30 $20

Segway Ft. George Island 2:30-3:30 $50 Flower Photography* 2-3pm $10

Nature Bike hike 2:30-4:30 $15 $10 Photo class package Sat & Sun $65

Beach Walk Little Talbot 10-11am $0

Egan’s Creek Paddle 4-6:30pm $50 Total B

Nature Hike Little Talbot 1-2pm $0 + Total A

Nature Walk Ft Clinch 3-4pm $0

Wildways Sunset boat tour 6-8pm $38 = TOTAL
Birding by Golf Cart 6:30-8:30pm $15

Owl Prowl 7-9pm $10

Sunday May 23
Sunrise Yoga & Taichi 6-8am $0

Birds of Amelia 8:30-10am $10 $7

Segway Ft. George Island 10am-noon $76

Segway Ft. George Island 2:30-3:30 $50

Nature Hike Little Talbot 10-11am $0

Lofton Creek Paddle 9-12:30 $50

Bike Ecotour Ft Clinch 10am-noon $20

Beach Walk Little Talbot 1-2pm $0

Total A

Name___________________________________________________________

Street __________________________________________________________

City_________________________________State__________Zip__________

Phone __________________________________________________________

email ________________________________@__________________________

NOTE: photography classes marked with * can be 
purchased individually or as a package for $65. 
Workshops and Children’s class are not part of the 
package. If you purchase the package you still must 
mark the classes you plan on attending. Space is 
limited for the classes

Register online 
or by mail.

By Mail:
Forms and checks should be 
mailed to: 
Wild Amelia Nature Festival 
PO Box 15434 
Fernandina Beach, FL 32035. 
Make checks payable to 
Wild Amelia Nature Festival.
Registrations must be 
postmarked by May 1. 
Forms postmarked after 
May 1 will not be accepted. 

Online:
You can also register for nature 
tours and photography classes 
online and pay by credit card. 
Payments will include a small 
service fee. Go to:
www.WildAmelia.com/
EcoTours.htm 
and follow the link for online 
registration.
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Protecting and conserving 
Amelia Island's nesting sea turtles. 

www.ameliaislandseaturtlewatch.com
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Island Reflexology
Foot Reflexology & Swedish Massage

Elke Schreiber, RN, LMT
904-548-7111

2382 Sadler Road
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

Liz C. Kawecki, Director
www.yyoga.com
904-415-YOGA

Classic Ballroom Dancing 
Felix Solis

904-707-6762
PO Box 745

Fernandina Beach, FL 32035

Nassau
Health Foods
“Your Organic Grocery”
Vitamins • Minerals • Herbs

Cosmetics • Organic Produce
Body Building Products

904-277-3158
www.nassauhealthfoods.net

833 T.J. Courson Road
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

info@scubastationinc.com
1008 Atlantic Ave.

Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
904-321-1770

Come see 
how the 
other 75% 
of the 
planet lives.

Okefenokee Adventures
Explore the Okefenokee Swamp

www.okefenokeeadventures.com
912-496-7156



Visit our website for updates and directions.
www.WildAmelia.com

370 Zoo Parkway

Jacksonville, FL 32218

904-757-4463

www.jacksonvillezoo.org

This publication was printed using vegetable-based inks on chlorine-free paper made in America.


